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Spotlight Youth Theatre
Proudly Presents

Director: Kelly Swope
Musical Director: Elise Kurbat

Choreographer: Bella Swope
Costume Designer: Briana Thompson

Co-Set Designers: Brianna Funk and Becky Funk
Hair and Makeup Designer: Kira Funk

Stage Manager: Katie Czajkowski
Lighting Designer: Jessi Nessi
Sound Designer: Jack Taylor

Properties Designers: Kenny & Vicki Grossman
Assistant Choreographer: Finley Wilbur

Assistant Hair and Makeup: Griffin Wilbur
Dance Captain: Melanie Escalera

Techies: Zara Sego, Sydney Adams, and Lexi McComb

The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.

SEUSSICAL JR.
Is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI)

All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI.
www.MTIShows.com

Book by Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty
Music by Stephen Flaherty  •  Lyrics by Lynn Ahrens

Conceived by Lynn Ahrens, Stephen Flaherty, and Eric Idle
Based on the works by Dr. Seuss

Music Supervised, Adapted, and Produced by Bryan Louiselle



“Oh, The Thinks You Can Think”........................................................................ JoJo, Cat, Company

“Horton Hears A Who”..........................Horton, Jungle Citizens, JoJo, Cat, Bird Girls, Mr. Mayor

“Biggest Blame Fool”............... Sour Kangaroo, Young Kangaroo, Horton, Wickersham Brothers, 
Bird Girls, Cat, Gertrude, Mayzie, Yertle, Ensemble

“Playoff/Gertrude McFuzz”.................... Sour Kangaroo, Jungle Citizens, Wickershams, Gertrude

“Here On Who”.................................... Horton, Mr. Mayor, Mrs. Mayor, JoJo, Who’s, The Grinch

“How To Raise A Child”................................................................................ Mr. Mayor, Mrs. Mayor

“Oh, The Thinks You Can Think!” (Reprise)...........................................................................Cat, JoJo

“It’s Possible” (Part 1).............................................................................................JoJo, Cat, Ensemble

“It’s Possible” (Part 2)............................................................................................JoJo, Cat, Ensemble

“Alone In The Universe”................................................................................................... Horton, JoJo

“The One Feather Tail of Miss Gertrude Mcfuzz” / “Amayzing Mayzie”................Gertrude, Mayzie, 
Bird Girls

“Amayzing Gertrude” (Part 1)................................................................................................ Gertrude

“Amayzing Gertrude” (Part 2)............................................................................. Gertrude, Bird Girls

“Monkey Around / Chasing The Who’s”..............................Wickershams, Horton, Sour Kangaroo, 
Young Kangaroo, Bird Girls, Vlad Vladikoff, Ensemble

“Notice Me, Horton”................................................................................................Gertrude, Horton

“How Lucky You Are”........................................................................................................Mayzie, Cat

“Horton Sits On The Egg” / “Dilemma” / “Hunters”............................Bird Girls, Horton, Gertrude

“Egg, Nest, and Tree”.................................................Sour Kangaroo, Young Kangaroo, Bird Girls, 
Wickershams, Hunters, Ensemble, Horton

“Sold” / ”Mayzie In Palm Beach”......................................................Ensemble, Horton, Mayzie, Cat

“Mayzie At The Circus”..............................................................................................................Mayzie

“Amayzing Horton”..................................................................................................... Horton, Mayzie

“Alone In The Universe” (Reprise 1).......................................................................................... Horton

“Solla Sollew”....................................................... Horton, Ensemble, JoJo, Mr. Mayor, Mrs. Mayor

“All For You”.................................................................................Gertrude, Bird Girls, Cat, Horton

“The Whos Return” / “The People Versus Horton The Elephant” (Part 1)...................... Horton, JoJo, 
Mr. Mayor, Mrs. Mayor, Wickershams, Sour Kangaroo, 

Young Kangaroo, Cat, Ensemble, Judge Yertle, Bird Girls, Gertrude

“The People Versus Horton The Elephant” (Part 2)........ Horton, Judge Yertle, Bird Girls, Cat, Sour 
Kangaroo, Young Kangaroo, Wickershams, Ensemble, Whos, Mr. Mayor, Mrs. Mayor, JoJo

“Yop”.................................. Sour Kangaroo, Young Kangaroo, Cat, Ensemble, Mr. & Mrs. Mayor

“Alone In The Universe” (Part 2)..............................................................................Horton, Gertrude

“Oh, The Thinks You Can Think!” (Finale)........................................................................... Company

“Green Eggs and Ham” (BOWS).......................................................................................... Company

Seussical Jr.
Musical Numbers



Seussical Jr.
Clover Cast

Cat............................................................................................................Ingrid Neilson

JoJo.......................................................................................................... Emery Mueller

Horton...................................................................................................Liam Davenport

Mr. Mayor............................................................................................... Theo McComb

Mrs. Mayor........................................................................................... Eliza Santangelo

Gertrude McFuzz..........................................................................Winnie Harris-Wylde

Mayzie La Bird...........................................................................................Kinlee Adams

Wickershams....................................................................................... Oliver Santangelo
Richie Row

Sydney Underwood

Bird Girls....................................................................................................... Lucy Salari
Melanie Escalera

Kylie Mendivil
Camryn Johnson

Valorie Nelson
Mazie Martinez

Sour Kangaroo........................................................................................... Niilah Crable

Young Kangaroo................................................................... Dasia Thetford-Davenport

Judge Yertle....................................................................................................Cora Welch

Vlad Vladikoff............................................................................................. Craig Piazza

Grinch................................................................................................ Raechelle Zazzara

Ensemble................................................................................................... Amelia Geraci
Annie Wolfley

Eloise Kennedy
Emma Orizaga
Erika Johnson

Keely Lotz
Reese Lai

Va’Nessa Madden



Seussical Jr.
Egg Cast

Cat.......................................................................................................... Della Beougher

JoJo................................................................................................................Blair Yaron

Horton.............................................................................................. Jonathan Gutzman

Mr. Mayor................................................................................................. Brandon Post

Mrs. Mayor..................................................................................................... Sky Young

Gertrude McFuzz............................................................................................Lily Spears

Mayzie La Bird............................................................................................Khalia Fagan

Wickershams.......................................................................................... Mischa Cavazos
Jaxon Lage

Brendan Lounsbury

Bird Girls....................................................................................................... Lucy Salari
Melanie Escalera

Kylie Mendivil
Camryn Johnson

Valorie Nelson
Mazie Martinez

Sour Kangaroo....................................................................................... Arabella Blanco

Young Kangaroo......................................................................................Jubilee Thomas

Judge Yertle..............................................................................................Sapphire Trioli

Vlad Vladikoff............................................................................................. Dillon Ginn

Grinch....................................................................................................... Kauri Tenney

Ensemble.......................................................................................................... Abby Post
Aberdeen Sutherland

Cora Hancock
Delia Schumaker
Emery Dunham

Sadie Schumaker
Triss Stovall



A Note From the Director of 
Seussical Jr.

Welcome to Spotlight Youth Theatre’s 
production of Seussical Jr.,

When you think Seussical, you probable 
think fun music, bright costumes, and 
bigger than life characters. But when you 
look closely, there are many lessons to 
learn from this show. 

Horton teaches loyalty, responsibility, and 
the importance of doing the right thing 
even when it is difficult. He shows that 
true strength lies in kindness.

JoJo teaches the value of a wild imagination 
and that “thinks” can change the world, 
while eventually learning to balance 
creativity with responsibility.

Gertrude McFuzz shows self-acceptance 
and self-worth, growing from insecurity to 
realizing that her true value comes from 
within, not her outward appearance. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mayor represent the struggle 
of balancing responsibility with creativity, 
eventually learning to embrace their son’s 
unique perspective.

The Wickershams represent peer pressure 
and the dangers of bullying or following 
the crowd, proving that you should think 
for yourself. 

Seussical teaches that a person’s worth is 
not determined by size, appearance, or 
conformity, but by kindness, loyalty, and 
imagination. We all can learn from the 
wise Dr. Seuss and the stories told in this 
show.

Enjoy the show!

Kelly Swope



The actors, crew members, and directors love it, and 
all proceeds are channeled directly back into the 
theatre to support amazing programs such as this 
one. Stop by the “Break–a–Leg” table in the theatre 
lobby to brighten someone’s day!

Give Your Favorite Actor, Crew Member, 
or Director a Break-a-Leg!

For only $5.00 you can send a
personalized Break-a-Leg 

to your favorite actor or crew member!

The actors, crew members, and directors love it, and 
all proceeds are channeled directly back into the 
theatre to support amazing programs such as this 
one. Stop by the “Break–a–Leg” table in the theatre 
lobby to brighten someone’s day!
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Katie Czjakowski (Stage Manager)
Katie Czajkowski is an Arizona native that began performing in the valley back in 2012. Some 
performance credits include Prince of Egypt, A Chorus Line, 42nd Street, and Bring It On. She has 
also choreographed Spotlight productions including Ramona Quimby, Honk Jr., 101 Dalmatians 
Kids, Aristocats Kids, Shrek Jr., Lizzie the Musical, Once (ariZoni nom and NYA award winner), The 
Prom, and Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer Jr, and Much Ado About Nothing. She also made her co-
director debut last season for Les Misérables at Spotlight Youth Theatre.  She graduated with a degree 
in Musical Theater and a minor in dance from Millikin University.  She wants to thank Kelly and 
the whole cast and crew for their time and hard work on this production.  She would especially like 
to thank her wife, Marielle, for all her love and support. She would also like to thank her Mutter 
and Grandma for always supporting her.

Becky Funk (Co-Set Designer)
Becky is thrilled to be back at Spotlight Youth Theatre for Seussical Jr. Her previous set design work 
includes Something Rotten, Best Christmas Pageant Ever, Finding Nemo Jr., Shrek Jr. the Musical, 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer Jr., Elf Jr., and numerous productions with Imagine Theater 
Company. In addition to set design, Becky serves as assistant director for Imagine and has painted 
scenery for many productions over the years. She is thankful for the continued collaboration with 
Spotlight and sends lots of love to her family for all their support.

Brianna Funk (Co-Set Designer)
Brianna is excited to return to Spotlight Youth Theatre for Seussical Jr. She has previously designed 
sets for Something Rotten, Best Christmas Pageant Ever, Finding Nemo Jr., Shrek Jr. the Musical, 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer Jr., Elf Jr., and many productions with Imagine Theater Company. 
Brianna loves creating imaginative and accessible theatrical spaces that help young performers 
shine. She is grateful to Kenny and everyone at Spotlight Youth Theatre for their continued support 
and sends love to her family, especially her husband Travis, who always ends up helping bring her 
wild theater ideas to life.

Kira Funk (Hair and Makeup Designer)
Kira is excited to serve as the Hair and Makeup Designer for this super fun show. Over the past 16 
years, she has worked on countless productions in both theatrical and educational settings, with 
experience ranging from youth theater to large-scale community productions. Kira is also proud 
to collaborate regularly with Imagine Theater Company, where the focus is inclusivity for people 
with special needs. She is grateful to be part of this production and thankful for the opportunity to 
express her creativity in such a rewarding way. Thank you to my amazing husband Jacob for always 
supporting me and keeping me sane. I love you.

Kenny & Vicki Grossman (Properties Designers)
Kenny and Vicki have been with Spotlight Youth Theatre from the very beginning and are excited 
to be a part of this amazing production. They are looking forward to all the productions in this 
incredible season. Kenny still loves eggs. To Jamie and Carly, “We love you and miss you.” Thank 
you to the cast, crew, directors, designers, families, volunteers, and board members.
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Elise Kurbat (Music Director)
Elisa is pleased to return to Spotlight Youth Theatre as Music Director for Seussical Jr. Originally 
from Cleveland, Ohio, she received her degree in Criminology at Kent State University. Discovering 
how much she missed music, she pursued formal training in piano and voice at Baldwin Wallace 
Conservatory. During her time in Ohio, she worked professionally as a pianist with the Mansfield 
Orchestra while maintaining a private studio in piano and voice. Her work in musical theatre 
began with music directing Cinderella, and she has since served as music director for a wide range 
of productions, including Ride The Cyclone, Hadestown, Gypsy, Oklahoma!, Lizzie, Into the Woods, 
The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee, Cabaret, You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown, Footloose, 
The Prom, and The Lightning Thief. Elisa currently serves on the Theatre Arts faculty at Arizona 
School for the Arts, where she teaches musical theatre, in addition to maintaining a private voice 
studio. She extends her sincere appreciation to the cast and creative team of Seussical Jr for their 
collaboration and dedication.

Bella Swope (Choreographer)
Bella Swope is a 22-year-old Phoenix based choreographer who grew up doing theater around the 
valley. She is beyond thrilled to be making her way back to Spotlight to choreograph this production.  
Some of her past credits include Something Rotten, 13 The musical, Finding Nemo Jr. (Spotlight Youth 
Theatre), and The Lightning Thief Musical (Starlight Community Theater). She would like to thank 
Kelly Swope, Katie Czajkowski, and Elise Kurbat for their help and encouragement through this 
process, as well as the cast and other crew members for their devotion to Spotlight as well as this show. 

Kelly Swope (Director)
Kelly is thrilled to be chosen to direct this “amayzing” show! You have likely seen her around. She 
has been hanging out at Spotlight for over a decade...as a parent, volunteer, administrator, board 
member and now director and has loved every minute of it.  She believes Spotlight is a magical place 
and she is thankful to play even a tiny part in the magic. She is so proud of the casts of Seussical Jr 
and cannot wait for you to join us in the Jungle of Nool!

Briana Thompson (Costume Designer)
Briana Thompson is a Graduate of Grand Canyon University with a Major in Digital Film 
Production and a Minor in Theater Arts. She has been costuming since she learned to sew at 
the age of 8 and has been doing it professionally for over 8 years now. She currently runs Denée 
Designed, a costume and clothing design company she started with her best friend Ruben Renteria, 
who’s amazing design skills are always a great support. Fashion and costuming, at all levels and for 
all peoples, is a huge passion of hers. She is very excited to be lending her skills to Spotlight Youth 
Theatre, as she supports the wonderful work they do with the youth of our community!
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Artistic Director for Spotlight Youth Theatre �������������������������������������  Kenny Grossman

Managing Director for Spotlight Youth Theatre������������������������������������ Deb Czajkowski

General Manager for Spotlight Youth Theatre�����������������������������������������������  Jack Taylor

Graphic Designer, Headshot Photographer, & Webmaster�������������������������Robert Waller

Social Media Specialist����������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Jack Taylor

Promotional & Production Photos����������������������������������������������������������������Audra Little

Break-a-Leg Table Coordinator���������������������������������������������������������������� Tammy Waller

Fundraising Committee ������������������������Sara Bader, Shelly Boucher, Karen Dolyniuk, 
Audra Little, Kelly Swope, & Tammy Waller

Special thanks to Doug Novotny, Stephen Spears, Shawna Hembree, Brooke Adams, 
Nikki Madden, James Cavasoz, the Spotlight Youth Theatre Board of Directors, 
and the friends & family members who volunteered to make this show so successful.

Spotlight Youth Theatre
Administrative Team

How Are We Doing?

WE VALUE 
YOUR
FEEDBACK

SCAN ME

h t t p s : // b i t . l y/ S Y T S u r ve y

Please take a moment to 
complete our online survey. 
Your responses are greatly 
appreciated.

Please scan the code or type the 
link into any internet browser.
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to visit 

Spotlight
Youth 
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Jamie Dillon Grossman

Website:
jamiedillongrossman.com

Email:
jamiedillon1993@gmail.com

VOICE TEACHER

VOCAL LESSONS TAUGHT OVER ZOOM IN

THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME! 







Spotlight Youth Theatre’s mission is to provide youth and their families a safe, welcoming environment 
where the individual is supported, teamwork is embraced, and creativity is encouraged through high 
quality performing arts and educational programs that enrich and strengthen our community.

Spotlight Youth Theatre’s vision:

1.	 A program grounded in the belief that every child deserves a chance to shine, a place that is safe 
and free from negativity, and an environment where fun and hard work combine into amazing 
experiences, both on and off stage.

2.	 A theatre program that is as diverse as the community we serve and where all members of the family 
can join in the endeavor to produce high quality theater productions that amaze and entertain.

3.	 A place where a child can be their authentic self, exploring the creative arts without fear, and be 
embraced and encouraged to grow and flourish.

Kelly Swope—President
Kenny Grossman—Artistic Director

Kevin Parker—Treasurer
Chanel Bragg—Member

Vicki Grossman—Member
Robert Waller—Member

Shelly Boucher—Vice President
Deb Czajkowski—Managing Director

Jack Taylor—Theatre Manager
Karen Dolyniuk—Secretary
Heather Walker—Member

Spotlight Youth Theatre’s 
Board of Directors

Spotlight Youth Theatre would like to thank these funders for their generous support.
They play an essential role in helping us create a safe, welcoming space where youth can learn and grow.

Partial Funding of Spotlight Youth 
Theatre’s Programs Provided by:

Spotlight Youth Theatre would very much like to thank our community partners and benefactors. Please support 
the kind and generous people who support SYT by patronizing our sponsors. To learn more about sponsoring or 
donating to Spotlight Youth Theatre and making a difference in the lives of today’s youth, please call (602) 843–8318.

Spotlight Youth Theatre is a 501(c)(3) non–profit Community Youth Theatre
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SPOTLIGHT YOUTH THEATRE
2025–2026 SEASON

Playfest 2026
APRIL 17 — 26

Beetlejuice Jr.
OCTOBER 17 — NOVEMBER 2

Chicago: Teen Edition
JANUARY 16 — FEBRUARY 1

Ride the Cyclone: The Musical 
March 27 — April 12

Something Rotten
SEPTEMBER 5— 21

Cinderella: A Rock & Roll Fairy Tale 
DECEMBER 22 — JANUARY 2

Seussical Jr.
MAY 22 — JUNE 7

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
DECEMBER 5 — 21

Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 
FEBRUARY 7 — 16


