
SPOTLIGHT
Y O U T H  T H E A T R E

10620 N. 43rd Avenue • Glendale, AZ  85304 • (602) 843-8318 • sytaz.org 



Spotlight Youth Theatre
Proudly Presents

Directed by Brianna Fallon
Video Production, Lighting & Sound Design: Josh Hontz

Video Director: Noah Lanouette 
Scenic Design & Media Design: Bobby Sample

Costume Design: Amaya Burkhart
Hair & Makeup Design: Charlie Rabago

Properties Design: Kenny Grossman & Vicki Grossman
Camera Operators: Anthony Rozzen & Enrique Lopezlira

Sound Operator: Sabina Dart
Lighting Operator: Briann Fallon

Youth Liaisons: Amaya Burkhart, Patrick Mullen, & Faith Santos

Written by Brianna Fallon
Additional dialogue and story by Abbey Yee

Emmett’s Art Project is performed with permission from Brianna Fallon and Abbey Yee.
Any unauthorized performance is strictly prohibited.

Parental Guidance is suggested for mild swearing and strong content.



Emmett’s Art Project
Production Team

Artistic Director for Spotlight Youth Theatre ���������������������������������������������������  Kenny Grossman

Managing Director for Spotlight Youth Theatre �����������������������������������������������  Deb Czajkowski

Master Carpenter ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Clancy DeGroodt

Graphic Designer (Posters, Playbills, Advertisements, Cast Photos) ����������������������� Robert Waller

Social Media Specialist ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Amie Moller 

Webmaster �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Bobby Sample

Volunteer Manager ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Vicki Grossman

Rehearsal Photo Display & Volunteer Coordinator �������������������������������������������������� Kelly Swope

Fundraising Committee  �����������������������������������  Sara Bader, Shelly Boucher, Karen Dolyniuk,  
Sabrina Hurley, Audra Little, Christa McCabe, Amie Moller, Amanda Newton, 

Lisa Poormon, Kelly Swope, Karen Turner-Domakeczna, & Tammy Waller

Special thanks to Special thanks to Williams Careveo, Caleb Crawford, and Ricky Araiza for 
sharing insight on the creation of the story� Thanks to Kenny Grossman and Spotlight for bringing 
me on to spearhead this project and being incredibly supportive throughout the process� Thank 
you to the cast, crew and parents who put in the work to make this story incredible� And thank 
you to all of the people (past and present) who fight for human rights and equality�

A Word from 
the Writer & Director

This play was one of the hardest things I’ve ever written�

From this process, I’ve learned that if you decide to speak out about something, especially 
something like the topic of race and racism, you open yourself up to being publicly corrected or 
disagreed with� 

I’m so grateful for the help of Abbey Yee, the awesome Youth Liaisons: Faith, Amaya & Patrick, 
and the dozen people who shared their own experiences with me� Although this script focuses on 
mine and Abby’s story, it’s an accumulation of many people’s thoughts and perspectives� 

This script has a “little something” for everyone� You may see yourself depicted on stage in a 
mostly good but slightly problematic way� My hope is that instead of getting defensive in your 
heart, that you take the time to do some internal inventory� And I’m not just talking to white 
people� Contemplate if your language and attitude are life-giving or not� Just seeing this show is a 
good first step in acknowledging that racism DOES impact people’s life� 

Lastly, if you disagree with anything in the show, I want to thank you for taking the time to watch 
it, and I hope you can go out and be inspired to share your own message of hope, peace, and love�

Brianna Fallon



The Cast of
Emmett’s Art Project

Amirah ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Bella Swope

Ada ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Jaely Damasco

Emmett �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Patrick Mullen

Rashaad ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Augie Stewart

Dallas����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Christopher Poulios

Salem ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Kayla Treviño

Emma ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Kiera Crouch

Zion ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Drea Metzger

Marlo ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Corban Adams

Jazz ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� AJ King

Male Adults: Dad, Teacher, Man, Nurse�������������������������������������������������������������������� Luke Bader 

Female Adults: Mom, Doctor ����������������������������������������������������������������������Cherylandria Banks

Emmett’s Art Project
Scene List

Scene 1: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Amirah’s House

Scene 2: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Amirah’s Bedroom

Scene 3: ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Amirah’s Bedroom

Scene 4: �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Art Class

Scene 5: ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Protest March

Scene 6: ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Post-Protest March

Scene 7: ��������������������������������������������������������������������� Hospital Room at St. Agrippina Hospital

Scene 8: ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Emmett’s Yard



The Cast of
Emmett’s Art Project

Corban Adams
(Marlo)
Hallo! Thank you for coming to the 
debut of Emmett’s Art Project. My 
Name is Corban Adams and I’m glad 
y’all could make it to the show! I, for 
one, am super proud of what this show 
has become and I’m very grateful to be 
a part of this important and heart-felt 
show. Past credits include, Kristoff 
in Frozen Jr. (SYT), Young Nephew 
in Marie’s Revelry (Brelby), Oliver in 
Oliver Twist (ABT), Michael in Elf the 
Musical (PT), and last but certainly not 
least, Mean Mr. Mustard in Beat Bugs 
(SYT). 

Corban enjoys drawing, drumming, 
and playing lead guitar in his band 
(None in a Million). Thank you all for 
coming! Stay safe, stay social distanced, 
and enjoy the show!

Luke Bader
(Male Adults: Dad, Teacher, 
Man, Nurse)
This is Luke’s 63rd show at SYT, but 
most of them he’s just been “the video 
guy.” He’s really excited to have an 
opportunity to perform in the theater 
that he considers his “home theater.” 
Luke feels very blessed to be a part of 
this INCREDIBLE and pertinent show. 
It is a work of art that everyone should 
have the opportunity to see right now! 
He hopes that you enjoy the show, 
but more importantly, that it makes 
you uncomfortable…uncomfortable 
enough to examine your own heart 
and mind and begin to unravel any 
dangerous prejudices you may have. 
Luke wants to give special thanks to 
Brianna and the rest of the production 
crew as well as Sara, Taylor, and 
Christian.



The Cast of
Emmett’s Art Project

Cherylandria Banks
(Female Adults: Mom, Doctor)
Cherylandria was born in Memphis, 
Tennessee. This is her debut 
performance at Spotlight Youth 
Theatre. Her previous roles included 
Black Theatre Troup’s Sistas and Black 
Nativity, Fountain Hills Buddy Holly 
Story, and Atlanta Theatre Festival 
2018 award-winning play Black Women 
Walking. 

She’s thankful for the support of her 
husband, Cornelius, and daughter, 
Samantha. She is grateful for the 
opportunity to work with these 
talented and ambitious young people. 
Cherylandria’s motto is “Trust the 
Process.”

Kiera Crouch
(Emma)
Kiera is a sophomore at SDHS. Some 
of her favorite roles have included 
Mary Von Trapp in The Sound of Music 
(ABT), Lauren in School of Rock (SYT), 
and Tigger in Winnie the Pooh (TW). 
She loves playing keyboard in her band, 
None in a Million. 

She’d like to thank Brianna for this 
amazing opportunity!  



The Cast of
Emmett’s Art Project

Jaely Damasco
(Ada)
Jaely, 15, is a sophomore at Glendale 
Preparatory Academy. She is very 
excited to return to Spotlight’s stage, 
especially during these unfortunate 
times. Other roles Jaely has enjoyed 
playing are, Elf JR, (Chadwick/ Sarah/ 
Caroler) TW, 13 (Ensemble) SYT, 
Oliver (Ensemble) ABT, Frozen Jr. 
(Featured Dancer) SYT, South Pacific 
(Ngana) SYT/ABT, and ABT HyRev 
Performance Troupe. 

Jaely thanks her family, friends, cast, 
crew, Kenny, Brianna, and Spotlight for 
allowing her to be in this impactful and 
much needed show. 

IG/SC @jaely.damasco

AJ King
(Jazz)
AJ is so honored to be a part of 
Emmett’s Art Project! This will be 
his fourth time taking the stage at 
Spotlight. His previous productions 
were Soul of Frankenstein where he 
played Tavern Keeper/Clerk/Dimitri, 
Annie where he played Perkins/
Ensemble, and 101 Dalmatians Kids as 
Roger. He is also enjoying his second 
year in the Celebration Performance 
Troupe. AJ is a sophomore at Canyon 
View High School where he is the 
Education Director for the Jags Theatre 
Company, and he is an official thespian 
for the International Thespian Society. 

AJ would like to thank his parents, 
Laila and DJ, the cast and crew of this 
production, and the Spotlight peeps!



The Cast of
Emmett’s Art Project

Drea Metzger
(Zion)
Drea is proud to be on stage with 
such a talented cast in this important 
production.  This is Drea’s fifth 
production at Spotlight and each has 
been a memorable experience. Favorite 
roles are Sprintze in Fiddler on the Roof 
at ABT, Flounder in Little Mermaid at 
BPA, Baby June in Gypsy at DFT, Young 
Fiona in Shrek at DST and Miner Bird 
in Beat Bugs at Spotlight.  Drea enjoys 
dance, painting, silk rope training and 
fashion.  Drea congratulates Brianna 
Fallon for creating an incredible show 
and thanks her for this opportunity.  
Thank you to Kenny Grossman for 
always making her feel part of the SYT 
family.  Thank you to Renee and Kelly 
for always supporting her.  Drea sends 
extra love to Mom, Dad and Joey!

Patrick Mullen
(Emmett)
Patrick is very excited to be returning 
to the Spotlight stage. He was most 
recently seen on the Spotlight stage 
in Gypsy (L.A). His most recent 
credits contain Spring Awakening 
(Greasepaint), They Chose Me and Dear 
Edwina (VYT). 

He is extremely thankful to Brianna 
and Kenny for giving him this 
opportunity to play such an important 
role.
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Emmett’s Art Project

Christopher Poulios
(Dallas)
Christopher is a junior at Boulder 
Creek High School. This is his 3rd 
show at SYT. In his free time, he enjoys 
listening to music, hanging out with 
friends, and playing video games. Some 
of Christopher’s favorite roles have 
been Archie in 13, Race in Newsies, 
and Edward in The Miraculous Journey 
of Edward Tulane. Christopher is 
incredibly grateful for the opportunity 
to be a part of a show with a message 
as strong and important as this one. He 
would like to thank the production staff 
for all of their hard work and hopes you 
enjoy the show.

Augie Stewart
(Rashaad)
Augie is 16 years old and a junior at 
Herberger Young Scholars Academy. 
He is so excited to be making 
his Spotlight debut! He has been 
performing on stage since age six 
and is a member of KidsAlive Teen 
at TheaterWorks. Favorite shows and 
roles include: The Crucible (John 
Proctor) HYSA, Fools (Story Teller) 
HYSA, Winnie the Pooh (Squirrel) TW, 
Grimm vs. Hans Christian Andersen 
(Magic Mirror) Acting Zone, Our Town 
(Simon Stimpson) HYSA, Robin Hood 
(Tree King) MCT, Alice in Wonderland 
(Caterpillar) MCT, and Theatre of 
Screams (Pirate Captain) AZ. Augie 
studies voice and acting with Ken and 
Brenda Goodenberger. Thank you to 
Brianna, Kenny, and the entire team 
for this opportunity to be in such a 
meaningful show. Love to my family!



The Cast of
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Bella Swope
(Amirah)
Bella, a senior at ACAA, is excited to 
be a part of this timely production. She 
has recently been seen in Little Shop 
of Horrors at SYT, but mostly can be 
seen behind the scenes, as assistant 
choreographer for the Confetti troupes 
and the director of Sparkles. 

While she loves to dance and teach, she 
has also learned the power of activism 
and using her voice to affect change. 
She is grateful to Brianna and Kenny 
for the opportunity to participate in 
this show, and to use her voice to raise 
awareness and start a conversation for 
today’s issues. Enjoy the show!

Kayla Treviño
(Salem)
Kayla is a 13-year-old student at 
Madison No. 1 Middle School in 
Phoenix where she is a part of Student 
Government and NJHS. Emmett’s Art 
Project is her 10th show at Spotlight, 
having started doing SYT productions 
at age eight! Some of her favorites 
have been Willy Wonka Jr., School of 
Rock, and 13 The Musical. One of her 
favorite parts about theatre is being 
able to tell stories that move people 
while discussing important topics and 
EAP does just that. She is so excited to 
be a part of such a powerful show and 
portraying an amazing character. 

Kayla wants to thank Brianna and 
Kenny for this opportunity! Enjoy the 
show!



Help Keep Our Kids in the Spotlight!
sytaz.org/100-from-100



Who’s Who in
Emmett’s Art Project

Amaya Burkhart (Costume Designer)
Amaya, a Pastry Arts student at EMCC, is very excited to be Costume Designing her first show. She is 
a Spotlight veteran, being in various productions since 2005. Amaya’s love of theater now inspires her 
through other artistic endeavors, such as her handmade and upcycled Etsy shop, CreativityCake. She 
has always had an interest in costume design, but only recently started pursuing it in quarantine. Taking 
a break from school due to the pandemic, Amaya has spent her time making eccentric costumes and 
masks (as well as other things) to sell in her online shop. She is thrilled to have her work take the stage, 
especially in such an important show; and wants to remind everyone to WEAR YOUR MASK!

Brianna Fallon (Playwright / Director)
Brianna Fallon, or affetionately known to many as “Miss Bri,” is a theatre artist around the Valley doing 
things like acting, writing, directing, and some light graphic design. She makes her living primarily as a 
Teaching Artist but also helps run the Academy Classes at Childsplay. Brianna holds an AFA in Theatre 
and is currently attending college for a music degree. She studied acting at the Scottsdale Conservatory 
Theatre and the Megaw Actors Studio. Brianna has directed several plays and musicals for adults and 
young people and received her first Zoni nomination last year as a Director in the Youth Production 
Category. Brianna is passionate about working with young people whether that be teaching, directing, 
or mentoring. Shout out to some of her favorite “theatre babies” Emma, Ave, Sadie, Josie and Joanna! 
When not doing theatre you might catch her hiking with her adventurous husband, Justin, learning a 
new instrument, or singing on her church worship team. 

Vicki Grossman & Kenny Grossman (Properties Designers)
Kenny and Vicki have been with Spotlight Youth Theatre from the very beginning and are excited to be a 
part of this amazing production. They are looking forward to a great new season. Kenny still loves eggs. 
To Jamie and Carly, “We love you and miss you.” Thank you to cast, crew, directors, designers, families, 
volunteers, and board members.

Josh Hontz (Lighting & Sound Design / Media Design)
Josh is the Theatre Technology Coordinator at the Mesa Community College (MCC) Theatre and has 
worked as a sound and lighting designer in the Valley since 2014.  This is his sixth season designing at 
Spotlight.  Most recently, he designed sound for MCC’s production of Welcome Home, Jenny Sutter.  He 
has received fifteen ariZoni Theatre Awards of Excellence for his sound, lighting, and media designs. 
Outside of the theatre, Josh enjoys exploring the outdoors with his friends, his lovely wife Katie, and his 
sweet dog, Jelly.

Noah Lanouette (Video Director)
Noah has been an actor for almost 15 years, and he’s been a performer at Spotlight since late 2016. He’s 
very excited for his first ever job as a video director! He’s been seen as Annas in Jesus Christ Superstar, 
Beethoven in Dog Sees God, James Monroe in Bloody Bloody Andrew Jackson, and Seymour in Little Shop 
of Horrors. A huge thank you to Kenny Grossman and Brianna Fallon for this opportunity!  



Who’s Who in
Emmett’s Art Project

Bobby Sample (Set Design / Media Design)
Bobby marks Emmett’s Art Project as the 62nd production he’s worked on at SYT. Bobby has contributed 
scenic design, props, masks, puppets, animation, video, poster art, web programming, scripts, direction, 
a few catchy tunes, and some award-winning stuff to various theatres since 2007. He’s proud to call 
Spotlight home, and currently serves on its Board of Directors, maintains the web site, and will go get 
you a cup of coffee now and then. He thanks all the production team, families, and especially the cast for 
making this place awesome!  

Charlie Rabago (Hair & Makeup Design)
Charlie is excited to be working on another Spotlight show! Past design credits include: The Soul of 
Frankenstein, Into the Woods Jr., Bare, and Dogfight. He would like to thank his roommates, Kyle and 
Jesse, for their support as makeup guinea pigs.

Abbey Yee (Co-Playwright)
Abbey Yee is a current actor at Grand Canyon University and is delighted to have co-written this play. 
This is her first work that has been produced, and she would like to thank Kenny and Brianna for this 
amazing opportunity. She would also like to thank her mother and friends for the overwhelming 
support. She believes this is an important piece and hopes that you enjoy it and learn something new.





Help Keep Our Kids in the Spotlight!

A Word from Our Artistic Director…

What you don’t see (but might have been involved with in some way) is the incredible 
journey that the actors and their families take while getting onto the stage. The wonderful 
experiences are too long to list, and are always in progress.

That is what makes Spotlight unique: the sense of community and love off of the stage. 
Everything we do is for the families and kids that participate.

We have no adult theatre to follow, and no city or big corporation to support us. The 
reality of the business of theatre is that the odds are against us to survive, and we are 
continually struggling with finances. We have volunteers and board members working 
endlessly to keep the theatre solvent and open. Sometimes we need more help.

We are asking for 100 people to donate $100 (the price of one night out at Cheesecake 
Factory) to help us get through a very rough time. Whether your kids are grown up and 
moved on or you have future thespians, we hope that you can help and also spread the 
word.

If you need to talk with me please, do not hesitate to call, email or text me.

Thank You,

Kenny Grossman
Artistic Director

Spotlight Youth Theatre
(623) 521-8093

kenny@sytaz.org
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Ticket sales and production fees cover only a fraction of Spotlight Youth � eatre’s 
overall operating costs. � e Board of Directors of Spotlight Youth � eatre is 
grateful for the generosity of our dedicated donors, whose support ensures our 
ongoing ability to provide youth and their families a safe, welcoming environment 
where the individual is supported, teamwork is embraced, and creativity is 
encouraged.

For information on how you can contribute to the ongoing
success of Spotlight Youth � eatre, please contact

Deb Czajkowski, SYT Managing Director,
at admin@sytaz.org
or (623) 332-7201.

� ank You
to Spotlight’s Generous and Dedicated Donors!

Diamond-Level Support ($1000 or more)
Richard Desmarteau
Karen Dolyniuk
Kohl’s Cares

Tina Nunziato & Dr. Liz Cruz
Marvin & Gayle Simkin

Marie � earle

Jim & Judy Wolfe
� e Wingardium Project

Steve & Debbie Zell

Amethyst-Level Support ($100-$299)
Mark Armistead
Michael & Leah Armstrong
Sara Bloom
Ed Briggs
Angie Brumbaugh
Nancy Christiansen
Lisbeth Clingan
Gretchen & Jake Corey
Rachelle Crouch
Jackie DeAngelis
Robin De La O
Judy Dejong
Kelli Demski
Jennifer Dobbs
Jill Dotter
Sandra Elkins

Trinity Feist
FRY’s

Connie Giordano
Eleanor Grossman

Kenny & Vicki Grossman
Christopher Hamby

Rachel Harris
Suzanne Hegarty

Gwendolyn Hoisek
Alyse Joswiak
Matt Kie� er

Steve Kimmel
Christine Lawritson

Judy Lebrun
David Lelsz

Karen McCollester
Matthew & Jennifer McFall

Melinda McGuire
Amie Moller
Joann O’Dell

Eileen Ossipinsky
Susan Pansing

Maribeth Reeves
Lori Reger

Melissa Rex
Marcus Schmidt

Rhonda Snyder
Michael & Heather Walker

Robert & Tammy Waller
David Watson

Jan Wiley
Lindsay Williams

Kristin Wurr

Sapphire-Level Support ($300-$499)
Tom & Caprice Amerine
Luke & Sara Bader
Jacinda Dawson
Eileen Delamater
Fuddrucker’s

Angela Gass
J. Wayne Holden

Honeywell
Sharon Kiepke
Tom Nebrich

Helen Novotny
Lenea Sadler
Gwen Schulz

Lee & Sandy Shedro� 
Stephanie Yampolsky

Ruby-Level Support ($500-$749)
American Express
Robert Bassham
Scot & Wendy Claus
T. Wayne Cole
Adam & Stacey Feldman

Craig Frooninckx
Jason Kovac
Eric Labas

Montessori Kingdom of Learning

Joyce Lopez-Powell
Lillian Moskowitz
Amanda Newton

Karen Pugliese
Suzanne Treviño

Emerald-Level Support ($750-$999)
Don Boucher
Shelly Boucher

Sabrina Hurley
Dai Jinn 

Bobby Sample
� e Torosian Foundation

Platinum-Level Support ($5000 or more)
Clancy & Lisa DeGroodt



Helping Hand
Benefactors

Spotlight Youth Theatre would like to thank the following kind and generous 
benefactors for taking part in this season’s “Helping Hand” campaign. 

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of our children!

The Armstrong 4 • Sara & Luke Bader • Don Boucher • Ed Briggs
Dr. Liz Cruz & Tina Nunziato • Cindy & Rick Dawson

Eileen & Dennis Delamater • Karen Dolyniuk • J. Wayne Holden 
Brandon & Sabrina Hurley • The Kiepke Family

Eric Labas • Tom Nebrich • The Newton Family • Susan Pansing
Photo Booth Films • The Raia Family • Marvin & Gayle Simkin

Suzanne & Omar Treviño • The Waller Family • Jim & Judy Wolfe
The Yampolsky Family • Steve & Debbie Zell

SPOTLIGHT YOUTH THEATRE
Helping Hand Campaign

2020–2021
For more information about this season’s “Helping Hand” campaign or to receive a Donation Packet, 

please inquire at the SYT Box Office or email Deb Czajkowski at admin@sytaz.org.
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Spotlight Youth Theatre would very much like to thank our community partners and benefactors. Please 
support the kind and generous people who support SYT by patronizing our sponsors. To learn more 
about sponsoring or donating to Spotlight Youth Theatre and making a difference in the lives of today’s 
youth, please call (602) 843–8318.

Spotlight Youth Theatre is a 501(c)(3) non–profit Community Youth Theatre

Spotlight Youth Theatre’s mission is to provide youth and their families a safe, welcoming 
environment where the individual is supported, teamwork is embraced, and creativity is 
encouraged through high quality performing arts and educational programs that enrich 
and strengthen our community.

Spotlight Youth Theatre’s vision:

1. A program grounded in the belief that every child deserves a chance to shine, a place 
that is safe and free from negativity, and an environment where fun and hard work 
combine into amazing experiences, both on and off stage.

2. A theater program that is as diverse as the community we serve and where all 
members of the family can join in the endeavor to produce high quality theater 
productions that amaze and entertain.

3. A community theater where the impossible becomes possible through the combined 
efforts of our families, our sponsors, and most of all, the children who shine onstage.

4. A place where a child can be their authentic self, exploring the creative arts without 
fear, and be embraced and encouraged to grow and flourish.

Spotlight Youth Theatre’s
Board of Directors

Clancy DeGroodt—President
Steve Zell—Vice President

Judy Wolfe—Treasurer
Vicki Grossman—Member

Robert Waller—Member

Kenny Grossman—Artistic Director
Deb Czajkowski—Managing Director

Karen Dolyniuk—Secretary
Sabrina Hurley—Member
Bobby Sample—Member

Spotlight Youth Theatre’s 2020–2021 season is supported in part by a 
grant from the City of Phoenix, in coordination with the Phoenix IDA, 
who offered grants up to $10,000 to local small businesses and nonprofits 
experiencing economic distress and loss of revenue due to the pandemic.

Spotlight Youth Theatre’s 2020–2021 season is supported in part by the 
Arizona Commission on the Arts, which receives support from the State of 
Arizona and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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